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lege, the. Kings. Royal. Prerogative and 
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Commiſſun from. it, that T,am-nom. proud and 
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Learmino, Inteority, and Courage, in (6 tiob 
aS tation, rb would affiſt, - . = * 
by his wiſe and good Spirit in your great and 
affientt Afﬀairs, and that you-may go on with 

continuance and increaſe of Honour , to be 
emmently ſerviceable and uſeful to your Coun- 
try, til, Ho arrive, after a peaceful and vi- 
orous Old Age, at thoſe blefi Manſions of 
Treraal hgbt, and reſt, and peace, which God 
bath prepared, as an qncouragement and re= 
mar of Virtue, for all thoſe that Fear him, 
and Honour the King. I am,”-may it pleaſe 
Your Lordſbip, res 


_Your-Lordſhips, - 
| Moſt Humble, Obliged, 
: - and Obedient Seryant. : 
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Witter + ſhalt Iigo | nay PI or: mhither batt 
I flee from thy © ins? If 1 aſcend up into hea- 
wit thouart there: of Tmake my bed #n bell, behold 
 - thaw art there :' IfitÞtake the 'wings of the morning, 
bid dwell inthe uttermoſt parts of the Sea, ever 
there ſball thy Ou lead We, and "oe right hand 
ſhall 'bold me. 73; 
V3 j{1L OITGT £7 
ey * *, ava ——_ dean 
{6 barbarous; ningd ny-Peo ich ſo tupid, 
: as not to acknowledge the Exiſtence 
i. of a God; 'a Truth: tive: ſhines with:ſo- 
| as ht and Demonſtration, that: blind- 
eſsi6 {elf can hardly. be ihſenfible.of ifo CD: 
'Brightnels ,-and' ſo: picrcing:Lighe, fo. cat 
reaſon n whicha A callalong proceed- 
64; ini:theic! acknowle t of: ther Divine. Ex- 
iſtence, hach-been evermanrt caken from:the con- 
ſideffition of che worksiofi Nature, and the Pheno- 
mens that 'were about them. For they conſider- 
.ed;i:rhac the.fargreaceſtpartof-this Unverfeibeing 
ſtupid and infenſible,: was .1n no.capac1 PReuy: to. order 
nd ICE] _— coincly and: regular a 


\- manner, 


manner, nor to preſerve it ſelf m fo magnificent 
and beautiful a Structare; for ſo many Apes; and 


yharyw rae of the whole Univerſe taken fog 


ot thaſ rar BIRROR k.. 
Plants and : wy , and Mi LNG nn | 
cotldnot frame or. orparizecthamfelves,or one ano- 
cher ;- neicher could the ame-Sced; by. Virtue of 
any Power: -or. Wiſdom; or: Contrivance which-ic 
hatinir felf; beablc ©:conftantly to ndoerche 
fame ſoit of: Hicrb; or :Tree',: of : lower, \ And as 
the obſervation ofthe whole Univerſe t ether, 
and of every part of it conſidered:by. it ;.did 
undeniably argue that there was ſome infinitcly 
wiltand nderfindin 'Natune,' indized withPow- 
Ergnd Goodneſs equal to-hisWildom , byWh 
the whole Univerſe, and' overy parc of 3 Its was, 
ſtrangely, {6 wiſely, and fo graczouſly 
orin the Language of the Royes: PaImiſt, iſo; for 
ns errors mad ; fo che uſctulnes 
and Friendly Conſpiracy of: che ſeveral þ p oe 
the ſupporr-and maintenance of each: : 
in them{{lyes they. were: deſtitute. of: Corinſel, = 
were incapable of any ſach:contrivance, was till a 
further Evidence, a moſt unqueftionable, nvinct 
ble, and irrefragable demonſtration of an inviſi- 
bleandimmoral - - += moored things 
"Ferro iy cab ce tang 2H E Lies: 
Forto fap that all came: £0 be _ 
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| Fpegrues, ( an Ercretins, | 
therefi herR of aboke; abfard and, ridiculous. P 
fters:hawed was ny, 7 Ear' wag not mai on 
heazing, nors Ig oa or ſees 'northe Noſe ;onn 
ſmelling, nor; che: Foctifor walking , nor an 
or yeſſel of the Humane Body, which are _ | 
ly numeraus, forthe uſes for aft they are ſo ex- 
- quiſutcly fired, and thax as they were. made ar firſt 
by chance, ſothey; continue ſill to. be propagated 
by.it, .is to aſcribe nat.only Wiſdom bur Conſtan- 
cy to Chance, both of which. are. perfeRtly incom- 
petible, and-inconſiſtent. with its Nature, + _ - 
Fr And-for. Fl Re reals (hag ie 
ere Was 18 } $a an.4nV 
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when Ariftedemus in Xenophon u d Sotrutes with: 
this Objection, ys Soopke ! 'h 
bute and orderall 

; the Anſwerof Sotrittes' eo cheOb- 
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ſparcd/ arid Sinfotfiefſente the prexreſt inſtance 
es uſe ghd ita 
the World runat ſixes and ſeyens, tomake no diſtin- 
Eon betwixt the Innocent and the Guilty, is but to 
givea'publick-Eicenſe to Mankind, to deſtroy and 
ruin themſclvesand oneanother, which is the great- 
eft Cruelty that can be conceived; therefore God Al- 
mighty, as he hath annexed Natural Puniſhments of 
Poverty, Difeafes and Dilpraceto every thing thac 
| hath the Nature of the Nonoit of fin; fo he does 
ſometimes viſitus by a Jm= Judgment, and 
makes it plain to all the World, by an unexpected 


rurn of his Providence, that his hand is upon 
us, and that his Almighty Arm is ſtretched our a- 
oainſt us; for which reaſon it was that David, 


though at ſomerimes his: Faith: were ſhocked and 
ſtartled ; his Feet were almoſt gone, his fleps had well 
nigh /lipt ; -and he mas envious at the fooliſh, whex 
he faw the proſperity of the witked;; yetat other times 
when he confidered more mararely, whert he laid 
all things together , and weighed the whole Cir- 
cumference' of things it 2 Juſt: and Imparrial Bal- 
lance , he. could *pronotnce 'with abendance of 
Confidence, 'atid with a well grounded Gertainty 
and Affurance, That God /ball wound the head bf his 
Enemies, and the Tiairy'ſcalp of ſuch an oe as goeth 


tn flill in bis wiokgtheſs,",” 
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a_ docs ſomerimes nterpſe himſelf by a parti-- 


; cular Judge nt, for the a ent of Goful men, 
.and-t The flown of s Ju uſtice is not to be in- 
terpreted asan Argument of the uncertainty of 'ir, 
or of thus diſregard of Humane Actions and Af. 
fars, that their, Writings are full of Expreſſions to 


_ ahis pL >: -Plutarch hath written an entire Trea- | 
-riſe upon this Argument, which -he ſtiles, De: Sera 


 Numinis Vindifia: And Horace makes it a ral 
a $0115 which ſeldom or never fails, - 
—Rgro antecedentem : aa 
Doſe eruit pied? ens claudo.. 
And C "heap In . is Invecive againſt Rufinus, 
introduces himſelt at firſt queſtioning the Provi- 
dence of God, and his- Care -of Humane Affairs, 


becauſe he faw fuch' Miſcreants as Rufinus was liv-- 


ing 1n fo great proſperity and ſplendour. 
Sepe mihi dubiam traxit ſententia mentem, 
\ Curarent ſuperi terras, an nullus ineſſet 
Refipr, & incerto fluereht mortalia caſy. 
And then he gives the Reaſons of his doubt, that 
on the one hand he was tempted to believe aProvi- 
dence; becauſe of the regular and orderly moti- 
ons of the Stars, the conſtanc.return of the Scaſons 
of the year, and fuch oct things as ſeem. to look 
a5 x PAT managed byan orderly, wiſe, and 
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underſtanding Nature, but then when he conſider. 
ed the ps Kin wicked men, and the afflicti- 
ons and calamitics to which the good and virtu- 
'ous were frequently expoſed, he then began to wa- 
ver in his. Opinion, /and .to encline to the Senti- 
ments of the Epvenreans, who affirmed all things 
to have come by Chance. 
Rurſum labefafta cadebat 
Religio, cauſeq; viam non ſponte ſequebar 
 Alterins, vacuo que currere ſemina motw + 
Afirmat, magnumq; novas per inane figuras 
Fortuna non arte reg. ; 
But then when at laſt he ſaw Rzfinzs puniſhed, and 
that Juſtice had overtaken him, and called him to 
account. for all the Oppreſſion and Villany of his 
wicked life, he then crys out in atriumphant man- 
ner, that now indeed * did in good carneſt be- 
lieve there were ſuch Beings as the Immorcal Gods, 
and that they had a tender and; compaſſionate re- 
gard tothe happineſs .of men. ' Ed. 
Abſflulit bunc tandem Rufini pena tumultum, 
Abſolvitq; Deos | DO ] | | 
And te.tiys: purpoſe it 1s what Serapis in the Epi- 
gram is repreſcnted,- as diſcourling to a Murcherer. 
Rs, | s 'lbenpirg Babelr bg. T#rdov Unroarn, fo 
© "© Nurrdy Gnſows gaot Eagan Wraps ©. fl 1 
RINE \. ,-» Ke: >xphrawardiva xm xt; inf9. cob, AW IHES o'r 
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d with Murtherers, and had 


but to the world; that. this warning was 'given, that 
you may: be made a more publick and notorious Exam-- © 
: Neither was it only-che opinion of the wiſer ſorr,... 
burall the world havegenerally belicved,chat great. 
Offenders /hayceverberii/puniſhed by a Divine Ju-. 
ſtice, which will at lengeh infalliblovertake them, - 
as the-Inhabitates of Me{zr@ or: Malta, when the:: - 
Viper-came-out of the fit&'and faſtened upon: Se. ;; 
Paul's hand, they ſaid-among"themſetves, Acts 28. 
4. 10:doitbt this man is a'Murtherer, whom thdugh'he 
hath eſcaped:*the Sea, yet Vengeance fuſfereth nd to - 
live..- And it was with alluſion to this received Opi-\. 
ni6r/ among the F#ivs andorher Nations; that our -- 
Saviour-expoſtulazes with thoſe that brouglhc him 
the news of the Gali/eans, ;whoſe blood Pilate had 

pj with. their. Sacrifices,.. ſuppoſe: ye. that theſe 

zalikans Fer#fniiers #boverall the Galitcans, becauſe 
they ſ#fered ſuch"things?" I ret you way 3'but except - 

We M1 0 ? Jye..- 


ye pepent,Je'fhall al kewife periſh : Or thoſe cigh- 
teen uptn whom the Tower of Siloam fell, and flew 
them, think ye that they were ſinners above all men 
that dwelt . in Jerafalem ? I tell. you nay, but except 
ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe "at RED uh 

This was the Reaſon of the Diſciples Queſtion 
concerning the man that was born blind : Mafter, 
who did ſin, this man, or his Pareits, that he was born 
blind? And ſo in the great Tempeſt when Jonah was 
on board the Ship, the Mariners preſently concluded 
that there was ſome grievous ſinner on board their 
Veſſel, who was the cauſe of the danger they were - 
in, and therefore they ſaid every one unto his fellow, - 
come and tet us .caft lots, that we may know for whoſe - 
cauſe this evil is upon us. Which they had no ſooner - 
done, bur the lot fell upon 7oreh, and it appearcd . 
plainly by che ſequel of the ſtory, that it was for his 
fake the Tempeſt was raiſed : And upon the fame 
- aEcount it ts that Horace declares that he did not - 
think it fafe to go in the ſame Ship with a prophane . 
or ſacrilegious perſon. | 
| ———Petabo qui cereris facrum 

' Palgarit . Arcane ſub iiſdem 

, Sit. trabibus, fragilemgz mecum 
". © JSolvat Phaſelum. . 
To conclude, they did not only believe that God : 
.&9 his Judgments did purſue the vicked, and.ar 
, 9rme Bun bf other ccrramly overtake them, bural- 
*{6 chat by x like" fnuractilous Power he did<fomme- - 
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times interpoſe himſelf for. the preſervation. of In- 
nocence in the midſt of danger. . So Martial faid 
very wittily and very wiſely of an Houſe thae fell 
_ . downafter ſo ftrangea manner, that a perſon who 
then hapned to be 1n it got no harm, and was not 
buried 1n its ruines, ſtantia non poterant tefta proba- 
re Deum, an Houſe that had ftood firm, with the ſame 
perſon in it, would not have proved. the exiſtence of a 
God. . © ONTEOTION 
- - And this is the firſt thing, that the Conſiderati- 
-on of the Divine Omnipreſence ſhould put us in 
mind of his-Proyidence and of his Juſtice which 
are founded upon it; and that it ſhould make us 
the more careful to pleaſe him, and to obey his 
Laws, who 1s preſent to all our actions, and inti- 
mately twiſted into all our thoughts, who is a per- 
ck of our behaviour here, and will:be 
the terrible Judge of ic hereafter. Neither. ought 
it only to deter us from publick and open cranf: - 
effions, ſuch as are committed in the view of the 
world, and in the face of the Sun, but we oughe 
alſo-to remember, in the language of the Pſalmift, 
that he hath ſet our ſecret ſins in the light of his coun- 
tenance ; Or in that of the Author to the Hebrews,that 
be is a diſcerner of the thoughts ani intents of the 
heart, neither is there any creature that is not manifeſt 
in bis 54 but all things are naked and open. in the 
| tice Wnnih hoot have 1s Kd eco 
_ ought 
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 oughttopray with holy David;that God would keep 
us from ſen as well as from preſumptuozs ſins:Nay, 
indeed-if in this caſe there were to be any difference 
'in the zeal and fervency of our Prayer to God, it 
ought rather to be greater that he would preſerye 
us from the former, than the latter, becauſe by 
. being concealed from the notice of the world, there 
is the leſs cg of any temporal diſadvantage 
from them, and ſo the temptation to commit them 
is the ſtronger; and another thing that is to be 
conſidered, 1s,. that though'1t may be thought a 
ſign of ſome Grace, a ſymptom of Modeſty, and 
a token of Shame, for a man to manage his wick- 
ednefs in the dark ; and indeed there 1s this to be faid 
for him, that he 1s not ſo hurtful to the world by 
his Example, yet this muſt be acknowledged as an 
aggravating Circumſtance of the moſt private ſen- 
ſuality, and of the moſt ſecret and undiſcerned in- 
juſtice, that it proceeds upon an Atheiſtical Princi- 
le, ſuch a man: hath not GoG always before his 
Eyes, or clſe he ſaith in his heart there is no God, he 
"wiſhes there were none, and hes willing to belieye . 
there. is none; otherwiſe certainly he would confi- 
der. with. himſelf, chat the preſence of God, and 
of an accuſing Conſcience, that are Witneſſes to 
his action, -is more than that of an hundred thou- 
ſand Spectators ; he would conſider that to do an 
unreaſonable or a ſinful thing, 1s either to a&t upon - 
OM IOrRn” Emu a 
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Ealic and good narur'd Being ar the ſame time, or 
'xincludes anutrer and an abſolute. denyal of the 
' Divine Exiſtence, and a defiance to his Power and 
- Juſtice, than which no greater, nor more unpar- 
. donable or provoking fin' can poſſibly be com- 
—_—. ee” 
* And certainly, if we ſhrink away, and arc aſha- 
med of our ſclyes, when weare taken napping by 
a mortal man like our ſelves, a man whoſe breath 1s - 
in his noſtrils, who carries the famg appetices, the + 
fame defires, the fame infirmities about him thar - 
we do, and who may poſſibly be- guiley of the 
Ame or a like wicked: which he hath detected 
and diſcoyered in'us; a man againſt whom our 
Offence is not committed, a man who ſeeing our 
 frailey ought to refle&t upon his own, and who 
cpa: puriiſh cri wicked a R —_— ow 
- much more ought we to dread the preſence. of the 
moſt Noh God. -who is imoearcly affeor ted by 
-us, whoſe Majeſty is ſo great, and his Juſtice ſo im- 
partial, and hs Power fo irrefiſtible? 
. .. . But ſecondly, The Conſideration of the Divine 
- Ominipreſence:or Infinite Exteticion, pught'to fill 
- ys with fuch awful and majeſtick Notions © hy 
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ſuch Jargeand ſpacious apprehenfions of. his natare, 
as AIOIOK DANY the moſt noble Object of Humane 
Comtemplation that ic can poſlibly pitch upon, bu 
will, when duly attended to, create in us a ſuitable 
love of his immetiſe' go6driefs, arid fear of his un- 
controulable power, arid-admuration of his infinite 
wiſdom, and veneration for his unbiafs'd and im- 
artial Juſtice. We ought always to behave our 
{elves like virtuous'and good men, becauſe we are 
always in the Divine Prefence; and it is certain we 
ſhall behave- our ſelves ſo much the better, if we 
conſider diſtintly whoſe preſence that is, it is the 
preſence of him' that is all in all, char filleth all 
things, and is preſent to all the poſſibilities of the 
we unbounded ſpace; it is he, who being every 
where, governs all chings after a ſtrange and in- 
comprehenſible manner, he that is as good as he 
is great, 'as wiſe as he is good, as juft as he 15 wiſe, 
as powerful-as he' is juſt, he whoſe infinity difev- 
vers arr amazing; deal, but: hides a miach- greater 
parr of his immente Majeſty, his vaſt, unlimited, 
and enbounded Nature. ' | _ | [* 
- 4-55 1nipoſibletor: ns when-we conſider theſe 
cumngewith awilhanduremcivenind; fot love! 
aidtear himpnootopaiſe,,nagaitic, worhipand - 
adore himy/nort owe ſclves before his 


te his Fodfipek: ii And? iviwas this iriihefſe: 
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amplitude of the Divine Extenſion, which Arerzs 
made to be the very reafon and ground of all Re- 
_ ligious Worſhip, as indeed its, | te 
"Ex SIO dgggude, + New” drdges dope 
*Mpjaſers tam? 8 he ous (8h dye 
Hidmu i drdedrwr dent week Tt Satan 
Kal rules mirny 'ot AIG xeoxenpate nir7ere 
Let us begin with God, ſaid he, whom we mortals ought 
never to forget, for all the Streets and Markets, all 
the paſſages aud avenues of Cities, the Sea and the 
Sea Ports, are all of them fill d with God, and we 
ftand in need of him every moment : And then: fol-_ 
tows that paſſage which St Paul hath cited out of 
him, + 4 6& aw for we alſo are his of pring . 
And in imitation of Aratus, a Latin Poct hath cx- 
preſt himſelf in the ſame manner, 


22 hs 5 my 
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is hearing, toeantreat another to-ſupplicate in our | 
behalfs, when we are there our ſelves, which is as 
much as ta intimate that his Majeſty would have 
more regard to the perſon of the Petitioner, than 
to the reaſonableneſs of the Petition, or to the Cir- 
cumfſtances of the perſon in whoſe behalf ic was 
made; beſides that, we. have no reaſon to believe 
that eaxther the Angels or the Saints departed are 

rivy to our thoughts, or that they concern them- 

elves (any otherwiſe than as the firſt of theſe are 
ſometimes employed by God to be his miniſtring 
Spirits) about any Humane Afﬀeairs. We are ſure 
chey are but finite Spirits, and conſequently they 
cannot be preſent ar all places ar once, and this 
makes it very ſuſpicious, conſidering the immen- 
ſity of the Univerſal Space, beſides that che Seat of 
all the glorified Spirits is generally agreed to be at 
ſo great a diſtance, that for both of theſe reaſons 
they are too far from us to be able to hear what we 
fay, or to be preſent to our thoughts and withes, 
fx to preſent them before the Throne of 


Neither does it help the matter, what ſome of 
the Schoolmen have been pleaſed to tell us, chat 
 .the Saints behold the.Praycrs and the Necefſliries 
of their Votarics below in the Bearifical Viſion, or 
_ in the face of the Divine Glory, which they fancy 
likea Glak wherein the W _ and Miferies y. the 
i 2 rea- 


4H: fee}. 
_ Creacures-1ma |deſcenforirioplaintharthiviea 
* 'dulland el Ima and win 
Majeſty of God;belidesthatif he didnoconly know, 
as he does, the wants of all his Coinnes, bur-if 
they. had made ſuch deep impreſſions ang: 
rures upon his Nature; it would be great impiery to 
6 aj any further, when of himfclf he had caken 
fuchpar ar cognizance of thedeſires and wants 
Hs Cram, _ but its ſtill more dereſtable,- 
. in To Practice of the Church of Rome, that ſo __ ang 
a Beadroll of Saints ſhall be invoked by a Rabb 
of Worſhippers in a ſolemn Proceflion, as if .nej- 
| ther they norGod could be prevailed upon vith- 
out abundance. of 1miportumty and clamour. 
| 50} man would: chunk- that Place of the Colo © 
ans might -have been a ſufficient Antidote, 
the Church of Rome, to preſerve her from the bh 
fon of this fooliſh Herelic 5 Let no man beouile you 
of your reward in a voluntary humility and worſhip- 
ng of Angels, intruding into thoſe things which - 


Fel not ſeen, vainly puſft up in his flefbly mind. 
For if the worſhip of Angels biden ,who-are 


a Superiour ſor of- Creatures, that are ſuppoſed 
to; have a more: familiar 'correſpondence-arid' a 
ons =: acceſs to their Maker, hi: certainly that 
Souls departed is: muchnfore, eſpe 
cially. if: wo conſider, that the Angels being - ent. 


i frequently; as they are/in-Scripture, ___ _ 


6 [21] Os 
vine Meflagte, they 'mipht be thought che fitter In+- 
trumems co: convey a Meſſage back again from 
whence they came ; nay, the Chriſtiaty Religion 
allows -us; ra belicve. that men haye: their Angels. itt 
heaven, thac doin:generat intercede forithem at the 
Throne -of' God, Towols:' 1»ſtill robe doubted, 
whether-they have any. particular. knowledge of 
of .qur wants. . For fo our Saviout tells us, Marth. 
18. 10. Take heed thatye deſpiſe not one of theſeittle 
Ones ; For,T fay'unto you, that in heaven their Angels do 
alwaies behold the Face of my Father which is in Hea- 
ven. And the Cherubims in the Sanctuary being, pla- 
ced. upon the Ark of the Teftimony,:and looking 
upon the Divine Glory and Majeſty chat ſat be- 
rween them, is att Argument thatthe Fews had an 
opinion, and fuch an opuuon as was authorized by. 


God humfelf, that che Azgels did make .interceflion. 


in. the preſence' of - God on the behalf :of - men. 
Bur yet 4615 true, that we are not: toapply, our 
ſclves ta the Argels, though thicy ſhould beallow- 
ed to intercede for us , it 1s truchkewiſe that. they: 
are. not made niferable by a particular. view of.our 
Calamitics: and Misforcithes, neithetido they make: 
any particular Tnrertcffion,” bur they arc kind and: 
charitable Spirics that wiſh well to all mankind, 
and/ that Incereeſfſiuvw: which they malt is only. a. 
general-ching;/thatGod: would haſten to:accotn-. 
plih' che rnmber' of: lis-Ble&t) and thar a 4 
BETTS: om 


Ta]. | 
COMme; and. his Wilt be done in' Earth 
ii! Ponca Laſtly, , its ſtill tru, char there is | 


As Sour 15an 
\ but 5 beiveen God and oo * man 
* Chrift Jeſus, that 1s, he 1s ro our 
Sena and: Interceſfions, 5g he alone thar 
| Mediates in Virute of that Sacrifice which he hath 


didinthe moſt 


made of himſelf. as the Hi 
Cn of 1jae! upon 


Holy Place for all the 
the ſolemn day of de Ah 
' Nay, verhivn after all, by Angels in that place of 
the Coloffiaxs, thedeparred Spirits of the Saints may 
beunderſtood; for in this Senſe the word ſeems to 
be underſtood, Afis 12. 15. Where Peter being 
looſed our of Priſon, vale 0 at the door of Mary 
the Mother of | Fohr, and when the Maid went in 
and told how Peter ſtood at the Gate, they ſaid un- 
to: her, thou art mad, becauſe they. knew Peter was 
in Prifon, and therefore they looks upon it as an im- 
potfible thing: But when ſhe conitanly affirmed 
_ it was he, then ſatd they, it is his Angel, that is, 
& his Ghoſt, orhis departed Spiric,conclu- 
Gig Peter had died, or had been put to death 
in Priſon. 'Soalſo, Aﬀs 23.8. The Sadduces Jay, that 
there is no RefurrefAion, neither Angel nor'Spirit ; but 
© the Phariſees W— both : By which it is p "that 
there are! .mncntioned, for the ward. 
Seohcitinbrhe cad to/0rs,:'one of them. is. 
the Rrefin,nd che: ————— 


_—: 
which in this place it: ſeems are Synonymors terms 
to ſignifie the fame thing, and comprehending at 
_ once both the Angelick Forms and the Spirits of 
men departed our of this mortal Life. 
1Iknow indeeed. that there is another poſſible ex- - 
poſition of this place, which hath ner.yer been hit 
upon by any Interpreter, no more than this which 
, ve ue rr concerning the Souls of _ 
eparted, but at preſent 1t s not for my purpoſe to 
infiſtupon,it ; and it is certain that the Council of 
Laoditea, who, as Theodoret informs us, condemn- 
ed the Worſhip of Angels from the authority of 
this place, underſtood it in the moſt plain and ob- 
vious ſenſe in which we uſually underſtand the 
word, and in this ſenſe it proves with a fill grea- 
ter force and evidence againſt the Romiſh Superſts- 
tion, Angels being ſtill a more noble Order of Be- 
ings; and if it be not lawful to worſhip them, it is 
much kf lawful to pay our Devotions to any 
Saints departed , however pious and exemplary 
clidy nay fave been, and much lefs to thoſe that 
have been Canoniz'd for Money, or for Treaſon, 
and owe thar Saintſhip to their Friends on'the one 
| hand; and which is ſtill more horridandideeſta- 
ble; to their 'Crinies and ViHlanies on the other, 
who are preferred to Heaven for diſturbing the 
tight, atidipeace, and love, as the reward of irik - 
bit "A 


il cor age with reſpect 
po T ornelius, cpoch of \Paul _ afar 7 Vl lar 
on to. the . Inhabitants of . Lyra, who.would,noc 
falſe themſelves by any.means co be worſhipped, 

_ -meerl Ly for- that reaſon;- rauls they, weremen; fo 

- that ic ſeems, unk(ſs they la EOS: down. wn  Memane 

_ ature at the time of their is,unlefs 
the Saints departed ceaſe to bechemfe » 09 way they ary 

not beObjects of 'Divine Worſhip. Drs 
ne Coons aike-Bra ncaa theis able to 

_ anſwer them, and that Is eV reſent, as 

I; Were ON _ deg he might "1 
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repreſenting God the Farther, Sor, or Holy Ghoſt, or 
( pr Trinity taken tggether, which- _ 
pra&tifed frequently in che Church of Rome, is ma- 
nifeſtly condemned:. For beſides the mcanneſs of 
the Repreſentation, that he. that, made all things 
ſhould: be repreſented -by | an Image. made. with 
hands; that he whoſe Nature is inviſible, ſhould 
| - be repreſented by a Carved Image, or a Painted 
| Reſemblance of char which the Scripture declares 
to have no Shape por APPERranes at he who is 
Infinite ſhould.,be drawn in little, upon a Wall or 
a Window ; thathe wha isall Life, and Power, and 
Wiſdom, ſhould. be repreſented by chat-which is 
wr dal, and USE, Of 009 winch knows ; 
no In » an 15 next ki | tO ROT Ir ; Ia 5 elides 
thus, it 1s blurd. co repreſear, him! as X by 
Proxy, who is preſent and. inthe midſt of us him- 
ſit; neither 1s it ſufficient tofay in this caſe, thac 
his Subſtance being inviſible, and-nor, co be diſcer: 
ned by mortal Eyes, or luumane Senſes, there is 
therefore need of a ſenſible Memorand: athough 
S 


the Worſhip be termunated in himſelf ; for ar 


rate all the Idolatry, of ae en en World may be 
cxcule,. for,qo TNANgS ſo: RR belicye their 
Wor(bip. was..teraynated, in, a. Nick or a Stpne, at 
hour very good 


leaſt we ought not. to believe it w: 4 
£9, Et; Even thus 
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Tn” 
- they: pray'to: the Crucifixef: Wood'or Stotie* as well 
as0'Chriſt himſelf, ag attributes twch ſatif- 
faction" #nd expiarion to it, asthey 646 the blood 
of their crucified Redeemer, as appears undeniably 
from the Romiſh Miſfals which arcexrantat this day, 
and may ar"any timE be- 'protiuced'a ajfiſt tHetn. 
| FR S6e) hs fire sceouncof the Divine Ex: 
reviſion, ws Are be wap from all the Ronziſh P theri- 
mg to 7erifalem, arid Lotetto,ahd Canterbury, and 
ella; and other places, forastorhe Sepulchre- 
of at Jeruſaleh, if they could certain- 
bat bo poke re lie kay; which it is "tre 
an” 'cahnotdo,” yer whar ſignifies 
elſes ine ody .isnot thete? If It 
&] hap, fiot'#feObjet 
Worttipar TE; ai{dias- for -the 
Shrines'and Reliquesof tt She mi ans rtrihtt 
needs: begrofs Idolacty Kolarry & worthi 
/ unlawful to% 
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ſition! do, they take our minds off from him who 
is the only truc Object of Worſhip, in thecontem- 
pltion of whoſe Nature there is the moſt perfect 
fatisfa&ion, and the trueſt pleaſure, who is Ty moſt 
ſuitable And worthy Object of ourftarand hops, 
our loye, and bt wen fro anddefire, and whois infi- 
nitely the moſt noble, and the moſt perfect Par- 
rern: of | our" Imitation; ! and. inſtead "of this, cue 
mirids' "Afc emp oycdte tos few y ridiculous Rites, 

imagmary Expranions, as ff. an an, but a Te 


and ſe e'of Ag ſin; bor | awful apps 
henſion' of -tha eMaſty and d'Goo whic 
have offended, were'able t&reconcile wb God, or 


to! reinſtate us inhis' Grate and Fayour, who will 
not accept the Sacrifice of Fools,and thevain ſhews 


of bigotry and fi n; without the obedience 
of a reaſonable, angth v \repenta ce of an humble 
anda obnrrite ul” 
-Sixthily,”"bya due tad Exidus reflexion upon this 
Doctrine, we fn abſolve'ourſelyes fromiany obli- 
gation to* the'; Roſmiſh'Auſteritics and Morea 


EN $4 Gems of e DiViieShbfatice (0 alſo"are 
Atrtibures*h , Ad, H8 Goo els eXter\te! 
over « all-Nis Works: And tap <panlyis IT on Sh 


Ns bees dank 25"Jelas 
provilt 118" king Fon 


Goel? did hit Phot "8 ſhould Wake our felves 
E2. miſe- 


Yi 
RETH by. a per perpenal abſtineccand lf. Jeniat 
ro -wearc.to make tho intereſt of Vittueand. the 
"pal of. Religion, che meaſurcof ourabſtinente : 
98d; cPRITarn inthe Caſes, There nt; bo A 


and a. Cemper ;l Wes, and ſo 
Brat rells. us, Ree rims thet friverh fo rag” for. Yes > 
ftery is temperate inall things ;. and 
207 his, body, :and. Rene vi Din 4 @ 
; 499) bra when be had preached 19 others he 
ome [/ acaft away. But .inanother place 
_"herell: LR xaking of the painful andun- 
ratinal mage among OMe.1n e times, ſuch | 
as were ſo: DET ariſees, and the Bſenes, 
and. fuch a. = ſevere Diſcipline of. the 
'Sons of bebe e Son. of Recab, and ſome no 
doubt , thar | to be Chriſtians likewiſe, 
that. bodily exerciſe. pr profe thnothing, i but godlineſs i is 
profitable unto all things, having the. promiſe of the 
Life that now is, that ts, it isconfiſtent with a ſober 
and modcrate wh 1 of our ſclyes, and fo that 
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 tngels, or departed Spirits, 
| , hauiiz \ Crean Des fe ar- 


_ 
at, this day; who; do. not only practiſe, but de- 
fend in their Writings, the Doctrine of Equivoca- 
tion; andithen; it follows, , Forbidding .to marry, and 
commaniling to. abſtain from.meats : And who they 
are-that do, both of. thoſe, things at this time of the 
day, we underſtand very well. And indeed if we 
conſider the unreaſonable Aufſterities of ſome of 
the Religious, as they are called, abroad, a man 
would beenclined to. think they were not the Dj- 
ſciples of Feſus, but of Fohn; and that they took 
c with the Baptiſt againſt the Meſras, accuſing 
im, as his Enemies the Jews were wont to do, that 
he was a glutton and a wine-bibber, and a friend of 
Publicans and ſinners: And 1t is obſervable, that 
though John the Baptift were a great Example of 
Abſtinence himſelf, yer it does not appear that he 
enjoined any ſygh thing to his Followers and Diſci- 
ples; but on the contrary, every man was admitted 
to the Baptiſm of Zohz, upon the ſole and only 
Condition of Repentance, and was as to other 
clungs, ſo far as was conſiſtent with Virtue and 
with Prudence, left to be guided by his Conftitu- 
tion, and by the Circumſtances of his Life and 
| Seventhly, By a due Reflexion uponthe Divine 
| Extenſion, we ſhall be excuſed from the ſhame and 
InNconvenience of. azricular C wy: ny as 1t 15 pra- 
Aiked in the Church of Rome at this day, for God 


does 
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:does not expect that we ſhould make a” particular 
_confeſfion of our fins to men, the conſequeiice'of 
which is only to make otir ſelves: uneaſic in :the* 
company of thoſe to whoni we have confelled'; to” 
run an apparent hazzard of being undone iff ma- 
ny caſes, by Knaves for intereſt, or by Fools otic 
of levity, inconſtancy, and a blabbing humour ;- 
and indeed I know nothing thatir can be good for, 
but to let men, that have nothing to do topry into 
ſuch matters, into the ſecrets of Families, and to' 
pur our ſelyes perfe&tly at the Mercy of a Prieft, 
who will ſometimes be treacherous as well as other 
men ; beſides, that inſtead of keeping up a who: 
fom Diſcipline, it is the way to corrupt it, and tends' 
to the debauching both Layety and Clergy. in as 
many ways as there are ſins to becommurted, when 
the Confeffor and the Penitent begin to'diſcover- 
andunderſtand one another : 'But we are obliged 
in-the preſence of men to make a general Confe(- 
ſion, and we are in our Dos as we go along, 
0 apply chat general Confe ow articular 
ſins; and before God/'who is'a Witte anda Spe-/ 
ator of our cvil ways, who is ſ&'ihtimarely pie!” 
ſent to all our thoughts and aCtions, hat -Mt'5 to: 
no purpoſe to think of concealing 'any-thiry 


F > 


him, wearcto bewail and'benrioan'ourſelves'ir; a; 
mot particular "manner ,' we-muft 2 ivrjibleivur: 
ſdlves betor6hinriiyfackcloth and aſhes; *bylayiig- 
| | our 
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our ſins-at the Footſtool: of his Mercy, with all 
their aggravations, befeeching hum moſt humbly, 
with a forrowful and broken heart. to pardon us 
for what is paſts. and to affiſt'us with his preventing 
Grace for the time to come ; that we may no lon- 
ger abuſe ourſelves, 'and do.deſpite' to ſo merciful | 
and ſo'gfaciousa God © Hts 
- - In'the Eighth place; The Conſideration of the 
Divine One: and Extenſion, ought to fill 
-us with chearfvlneſs and” courage" irrall:our crou- 
bles and adverfities whenſocver they oppreſs us; 
it ought to give us a full confidence and affurance 
in his Providence, which where ever we are 1s al- 
ways hovering with wings of mercy and compaſ- 
| fion oyer us, that 1s, always at hand, and 1s a rea- 
dy help in the needful time of trouble, chat is ne- 
ver far off in a day of adyerlſity, or in a time of 
danger, but is always nigh to them that call upon 
him,@yea to all ſich 4fca{l pon him faithfully. 
Or if he do-not fee it fit or expedient to remove 
our trouble, to caſe us of our pain, to prevent 
our danger, and to inftate us '1n a full poſſeſſion 
of peace, and reſt, and fafety, we are then in the 
Ninth and laſt place, to-Confider, That a Bein 
of fo great Goodneſs, and fo tender Mercies, as 
tis Works diſcover him to be, would not ſuffer us. 
to be tormented, when we are not conſcious to 
our ſclyes of any heinous Guile, or when we are, 
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